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NEWMAN WOMEN’S SHELTER — MAGGIE LEWIS 
Statement by Minister for Community Services 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Community Services) [9.12 am]: I rise to inform the house of the 
recent retirement of Ms Maggie Lewis from the Newman Women’s Shelter. Ms Lewis headed up this organisation, 
a much needed and valued family and domestic violence service in the Pilbara region. Maggie Lewis has lived and 
worked in the Newman community for more than 20 years. Her contribution to not only the Newman Women’s 
Shelter but also her community is extensive. Whenever I have visited Newman in my role as minister, I have enjoyed 
Maggie’s hospitality and her clear portrayal of what the organisation is doing to support women, children and families 
in Newman and the surrounding communities. She has worked collaboratively and with ambition for her clients. 
She has focused on their wellbeing over their experiences of violence. She has taken a holistic approach informed 
by strong links within the community, with an understanding of the cultural and social background of the Pilbara. 
Another example of her collaborative approach is marked by the way she has stepped up in times of change to 
support other refuges in the region, such as when the Hedland Women’s Refuge had staff shortages and changes 
in management. 

Two years ago she was a finalist in the 2018 Community Services Excellence Awards in the above and beyond 
category, which recognises an individual who surpasses expectations through their work in the community services 
sector. I believe that Maggie’s work has had a significant positive impact on the lives of many people. I am sure that 
her leadership will be missed. Her retirement will be a great loss to the people of Newman and the Martu community. 
I wish her all the best for what is ahead. 
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